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General Information:  

On June 5, 2012, Government of India Department of Consumer Affairs published a notification in the 

Indian official gazette amending the Legal Metrology (packaged commodities) rules, 2011.  This is 

2012’s first amendment to the Legal Metrology rules.  The publication has not yet been notified to the 

WTO, nor is there any reference to a specific comment period for domestic stakeholders. With the first 

amendment of 2012, these rules may now be called Legal Metrology (packaged commodities) rules, 

2012. 

  

The previous major amendment to the rules was made on October 24, 2011, via notification GSR 784.  

The amendment brought some major changes to the Legal Metrology (packaged commodities) rules, 

2011, including a deletion of the proviso of Rule 5 which made the use of standard size packages for 

commodities listed under Schedule II of these rules mandatory from July 1, 2012 (See GAIN IN2038).  

Various trade bodies expressed their concerns regarding GSR 784 (See GAIN IN2046).  On June 5, 

2012, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs amended the Legal Metrology (packaged commodities) rules, 

2011, via notification number GSR 426 (E) giving a grace period of four months to manufacturers to 

switch over to the standard pack size (see GAIN IN2077).  On June 5, 2012, the Ministry introduced 

some other amendments to the Legal Metrology (packaged commodities) rules, 2011 via notification 

GSR 427 (E). 

  

Details of notification GSR 427 (E) 

  

Publication date: June 5, 2012, 

  

Date of implementation: Immediate.    

  

Comment period: comments have not been invited. 

  

WTO notification number and date: not notified to the WTO (as of June 13, 2012) 

  

Ministry in-charge: Ministry of Consumer Affairs. 

  

Products affected: All packaged commodities. 

  

Amendment introduced to the Legal Metrology (packaged commodities) rules, 2011, via notification 

GSR 427 (E): The amendment: 

  

1. Introduces two sub-rules to rules 5. These sub rules are: 

  

 When one or more packages intended for retail sale are grouped together for being 

sold as a retail package on promotional offer, every package of the group shall 

comply with provisions of rule 6 (Rule 6 is about the declarations/labeling 
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requirements laid under Legal Metrology Rules). 

 Notwithstanding anything contained in the second schedule of the rules, the 

manufacturer or importer may sell the value based package in terms of Indian 

National Rupee (INR) 1.00, INR 2.00, INR3.00, INR4.00, INR5.00, INR6.00, 

INR7.00, INR8.00, INR9.00 and INR10.00, after making the declarations specified 

under rule 6 (Rule 6 is about the declarations/labeling requirements as under Legal 

Metrology Rules). Allowing sales of small value based packages will allow 

manufacturers/ importers to broaden the customer base. These small value based 

packs are popular with rural/low income population and customers like students, 

travelers etc.  

  

2. Substitutes words ‘Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954’ with ‘Food Safety and Standards 

Act, 2006’in sub rule 1 of rule 6 of Legal Metrology Rules (On August 5, 2011, the Food Safety 

and Standard Act, 2006  repealed the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954). 

  

3.  Introduces mandatory declaration of words ‘GM’ on principal display panel of packages 

containing genetic modified foods.  However, so far, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) has not issued any labeling requirements for GM foods in India.  

  

4. Amends Rule 33 on relaxation provided under the Legal Metrology Rules. The power to relax 

the rules lies with the Central Government.  The Central Government may, after ascertaining the 

genuineness of a case stated in the application, permit a manufacturer or packer or importer to 

pack or sell the packages other than specified in the Second Schedule for a maximum period of 

one year by relaxing the rules (The Legal Metrology Rules).  

  

5. Amends second schedule of the Legal Metrology Rules.  Please see the attached notification to 

refer the amended second schedule. 

  



 



 



 



 



  

  

  

                     

  

 


